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Collections of questions about poetry

1.
How is the theme of ... presented? Which words are related to it? Comment on the phrase"..." and on the type of eternity promised in the poem. 

 -

How is the theme of ... presented in each stanza?

 -

State in your own words the theme of the poem.

 -

Which formal aspects of the poem (such as sentence structure, word repetitions, oppositions etc.) stress the thematic idea of twofold unity?

 -

What situation does the text suggest?

 -

What types of xxx (sin) does the speaker of the poem refer to?


 -

What solution offers itself to the speaker?

 -

The poem can be looked upon as a sequence of variations on the themes of ... and ..: Where and in what form do they appear in the poem?

 -

What is the function of the title? Would it make any difference if the title were ... instead of ...

2.
How does the argument run? Describe its development in the poem. Which lines belong together? What have they in common?

 -

Discuss the argumentation: What forms of arguments are used in the various parts of the poem? Where do you find positive or negative definitions? What is the form and function of the last two lines?

 -

How do the structure and the language support the meaning of the poem? Is the language rather difficult or is it easy and simple? Where are the important words placed in the poem? Compare language and images: What effect do they produce together? How is the reader guided towards the last two lines? What makes them stand out from the rest of the poem?

 -

Can you divide the poem up into sections? What are the most important parts and where in the poem do they stand? Can you see a relationship between what is being said and how it is presented in terms of sentence- and verse-structure? Dividing means: Pay attention not only to the way it is printed but also to changes in situation and in images as well as in rhythm, metre and tempo.

 -

The whole poem consists of ... (questions). Discuss their form. What effect is achieved by using questions rather than statements? Are we given answers to these questions?

 -

Compare the ... parts of the poem: What do you notice about the grammatical forms of the verbs, the length and structure of the sentences, the use of personal pronouns... ? How are these aspects related to the theme of ... and ... (time and love)? What do they tell us about the speaker's mood or attitude?

 -

Give a short summary of the arguments the speaker of the poem uses in order to ... (persuade his "mistress" to do as he wants).

 -

What do you consider is the intention of the poem? Is it the same today as it was in ...'s time?

 -

The REPETITION AND VARIATION OF WORDS AND SOUNDS are important structural elements of the poem: Where do they occur and what is their function? ... Apart from the rhyme and metre there is a characteristic sound-sequence that adds to the formal unity of the poem. Can you find out what this is? (Tennyson, The Eagle)

 -

The MUSICAL EFFECT of the poem depends to a large extent on the repetition of sounds. This occurs not only at the end of line (i.e. rhymes) but also inside them. Can you give examples of such repetitions? What is their function in the poem?

 -

Comment on formal aspects of the poem, such as REPETITIONS, ALLITERATIONS, sentence structure etc. What is their function in the poem?

3.
In what way is ... shown to be different from ... and what are these differences based on?

 -

By giving examples of CONTRASTING ELEMENTS, show how the principle of contrast runs through the whole poem.

 -

What is the contrastive difference between the first and the last stanza? Where else in the poem is the same contrast used? How does it influence the meaning of the poem?

 -

A contrast between the concrete, realistic world and an unreal, imaginary one (or: between fear and fact or certainty) runs through the poem. Can you give examples of contrasting elements from the text?

 4.
LOGICAL ARGUMENT is changed into poetry by the use of metaphors and a tendency to personify abstract concepts. Which areas of life/experience are the images taken from and how are they arranged? We do we find instances of personification?

· What images are used in the poem? Is there a principle according to which they follow each other? What do the images have in common? What do they express with respect to the speaker? What are their implications?

· Which SENSES (such as hearing, seeing, etc.) does the poem/do the images appeal to? Which words, phrases, and images in the test refer to hearing and hear impressions, which ones to seeing and seen impressions?

· Comment on the form in which the images are presented. Are we given comparisons such as ... or do the images appear in a different form? If so, what is the effect of this form?

· What do the images suggest?

· Which images and expressions in the poem refer to ... (the union of lovers)?

· In what way can ... be thought of as "xxx" (line ...)?

· If you consider that fire and light can traditionally stand for consciousness and reason what do these images of ... suggest?

· What is the KEYWORD in the text that develops or produces the images? Can you see a development in the images from stanza 1 to stanza 4?

· Discuss the SCENERY and ACTION: What enables us to see where the scenes take place and how the listener reacts?

· Discuss the word "..." in line ... .In what way can it be regarded as the starting point of the images that follow in lines...?
· You may have noticed that quite a number of the words in the poem are old-fashioned. Does this fact contribute anything to the meaning of the poem? Is there anything else in the language or form of the poem with a similar function?

5. 
Bearing in mind the function of art in our time, do you think the claim of line ... is still valid?

6.
Where in the poem do you find references to the speaker and to the person addressed? What do they contribute to the structure of the poem?

-

What tone does the speaker use? (sad, sorry, angry etc.) Can you see a relationship between the tone and the formal arrangement of the poem (the form of its sentences, its metre, rhyme scheme)?

-

Is the speaker's tone personal or impersonal? What is its function with respect to the theme of the poem?

-

What is the speaker's attitude towards/to...? What is the speaker’s attitude founded upon? Does the attitude change?

-

Who and where is the speaker?

 -

Who is speaking to whom? What situation is implied? What is the speaker's intention? What tone of voice is used? (calm, agitated, sad, melancholy, matter-of-fact, ...)?

 -

The poem is made up of a number of observations and the speaker's reactions to them. Which parts of the poem give mainly a description of the scene, which the speaker's reaction? In what order do they follow each other? What is the effect of this order on the reader?

 -

At the end of the poem the speaker characterizes himself. How does he do this? What indicates that he sees himself as a poet? What is typical of a poet according to him? Is there any correspondence between this self-description and the description of the ... (landscape) earlier on?

 -

How many voices do we hear in the poem? (I, traveller, hero, ...): What is the effect of learning the main part of the text not directly from the speaker but through the person of...
 -

Who is the speaker talking to?

 -

What is the religious concept of the speaker? What is its religious outlook? What attributes and names are given to God in this poem?

 -

Try to characterize the speaker of the poem. What nationality is he? Where is he at present? ...

 -

What in the text indicates that the speaker is becoming more and more involved in the scene he describes?
 -

Comment on the character of the speaker: How does his manner of speaking show what kind of person he is?

7.
Comment on the RHYME SCHEME and SENTENCE STRUCTURE: How are they related to each other and how do they divide the poem up into sections? What else in the poem underlines the same divisions?

9. The phrase "..." is a paradox: it contradicts the normal conception that... Can you find more examples of paradox in the poem? What is their function?

10.
Where do the CONCEPTS OF TIME AND SPACE occur in the poem? What is said about them?

 -

Compare the traditional concept of ... with the one given in this poem.

 -

Comment on the handling of time: How is the time of year given? What is the relationship of past and present and which aspects of the language and of the arrangement of the stanzas refer to this relationship?

11.
In the poem there are two PUNS: ... and ... . What is their effect?

12.
Lines ... are a reference to the parable of... . Compare the speaker's situation and motives with those of the ... in the parable.

13.
The poem starts from a VERY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. What language forms indicate its significance for people in GENERAL?

14.
The last line has been taken to refer to a) ..., b) ... . Discuss the two possibilities. Do they exclude each other?

15.
Where does the speaker use IRONY? What does he want to achieve by it.

16.
What details of the scene, the city, and its surroundings are we given? How are they presented and arranged? What do they represent?

17.
Among the characteristics of the poem is a use of NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIONS and of expressions that describe the ABSENCE OF SOMETHING.: Can you find examples? What is their function in the poem?

18.
Although the proper names in the poem (...) can be traced back to their historical, geographical or poetical originals they are not intended to give a realistic portrait of personalities or places. What is their function in the context of the poem?

19.
Comment on the use of PERSONAL PRONOUNS (I, thou, we, they, ...) in the poem: In what way are they significant for the speaker's situation?

20.
The poem is an ode and ahs the traditional address (lines 1-2) to the subject it is written about....

 -

The poem is a dramatic monologue (a form which Browning brought to perfection). 
21.
What are the implications of the simile of the ...

22.
What in the text influences our reaction?

 -

Do you agree with what is said in lines...? Do you consider the poem an adequate reaction to what was happening when it was written?
