Marx

Marx divides up philosophy into the idealists (Plato and Aristotle most notably) and the materialists (lots of people, including Marx). There are two kinds of materialists, mechanical and dialectical. The mechanical materialist basically thinks of life in terms of Newtonian physics. Everything is predetermined and predictable if only we had the apparatus to adequately apprehend it all. Dialectical materialism proposes that the world as we know it is the product of a Dialectical process which proceeds by means of thesis and antithesis leading to synthesis, which in turn becomes a new thesis, leading to an antithesis, etc. etc.

According to Marx, this dialectical process leads to an infinitely rich sensuous manifold, out of which human beings abstract experience. In fact, what we call 'thinking' is simply this process of abstraction. According to this, then, all ideas exist only insofar as they are abstractions from objective experiences. How these ideas are arrived is historically determined by the time period in which they arise, socially determined by the society out of which they come, and economically determined according to what resources the person generating the ideas comes from. One example of this is Law, which is always determined by certain phenomena and by the society, time period, and economic class it deals with.

It's easy to see from this that the production of every work of art must also be determined by the circumstances surrounding its birth.

While Marx himself doesn't say too much about this, later Marxists have brought to their studies a little bit of the old mimetic power argument, which says that art influences human behavior. For that reason, bourgeois, capitalist art is dangerous because it perpetuates a bourgeois, capitalist system.



