Themes of Science Fiction

The first of the four themes of SF concerns The Machine. This includes robots, rockets and spaceships, time-machines, submarines and other underwater ships, computers, weapons, and many more.

The second major theme concerns The Alien. This word means literally stranger or foreigner, but is widely used in SF literature for an inhabitant of another planet. The word includes the idea of being very different from what we are used to, and almost always implies something very unpleasant, and usually dangerous.

The third major theme of SF might be called The Mysteries of the Universe. This includes two main sub-themes (there are others, but none of them occur as frequently as these two). The first is space travel or adventures on another planet. The second is concerned with the nature of time.

The fourth theme of SF literature concerns The Future of Mankind. Stories in this category make a serious attempt to suggest the organisation of a whole future society, rather than just give a picture of an individual or small group of individuals at a future point in time. Roughly speaking, we can divide such stories into two groups: the first takes world disasters as a theme: floods, earthquakes, cosmic destruction, Alien invasion, and so on; stories of the second group have their action set in utopia (a perfect future world) – such stories are rare in Anglo-American SF – or a dystopia (very imperfect world). In either case the background is an integral part of the plot.

