Computerspeak I

	avatar 
	a picture on a computer screen that represents a particular computer user, especially one of several users who are having a conversation with each other on the Internet

	banner
	a large advertisement on a website

	bluetooth 
	a type of radio (Funk) technology that makes electronic communication possible between e.g. mobile phones, the Internet, and computers

	to bookmark
	marking and saving websites in your browser so that you can easily find them again

	bot 
	a computer program that works automatically, especially one that can find information for you on the Internet (from robot)

	to bounce  
	If an email message bounces, it is sent back to you without reaching the person you sent it to e.g. because the email address doesn’t exist any more.

	bug
	a minor fault in a computer system or in a computer program

	chat room
	an area on the Internet or a computer network where people can exchange messages

	clipart
	pictures and graphics that you can copy and put into your own documents

	computerate
	able to use a computer well (cf. literate)

	computer illiterate
	someone who is unable and/or unwilling to use computers

	cookie
	a file containing information about the user of a computer that is left on your computer so that a program will recognize you again the next time you use it

	cybercafé
	a café with computers so that customers can use the Internet

	cybercrime
	criminal activity that involves the use of computers or the Internet

	dot-com
	relating to a person or company whose business is done using the Internet (from web addresses that end in .com)

	to download 
	to move information to your computer from the Internet; cf. to upload: to send docu​ments or programs from your computer e.g. to the Internet

	e-cash / e-money
	money that exists in electronic form and is used to pay for things over the Internet

	e-publishing
	electronic publishing; producing books, magazines or newspapers that are designed to be read on computer screens, cf. e-zine: a magazine that can be read on the Internet

	firewall
	a computer program that prevents people from entering a computer system illegally and stealing information or causing damage

	to flame sb.
	to send an angry and/or insulting email, cf. flame war: an exchange of insulting emails e.g. in a newsgroup

	404 (adj.) 
	if someone is 404 they are completely confused and have no idea about what to do, especially with computers. This word comes from the usual message which appears on the Internet when a particular page you are searching for cannot be found


	freeware
	computer software that is available free on CD-ROM or from the Internet; cf. share​ware: software that you may use free for a certain time (e.g. 30 days) after which you are expected to pay for it

	gamer
	someone who plays games, especially computer games or games in which you pretend to be a character

	geek / nerd
	someone who is boring, especially because they seem to be interested only in technical or scientific subjects, especially computers

	hotspot
	A hotspot is a public location such as an airport, shopping mall or conference center that has a readily accessible wireless network (WLAN).

	information overload
	a situation in which someone gets too much information at one time, e.g. on the Inter​net, and becomes tired and unable to think clearly

	instant messaging
	the activity of communicating with someone directly over the Internet and replying to their messages as soon as they arrive

	key pal
	someone with whom you regularly exchange emails

	mouse potato
	someone who spends a lot of time in front of a computer; cf. couch potato: someone who spends a lot of time watching television

	multi-tasking
	the ability of a computer to do several different things at the same time; the activity of doing more than one thing at the same time, such as talking on the phone while you are working on a computer

	to navigate
	to find your way around on a particular website, or to move from one website to another 

	netiquette
	the polite way of expressing yourself or communicating with other people when you are using the Internet

	netizen 
	someone who uses the Internet, especially someone who uses it in a responsible and polite way (from Internet and citizen)

	newbie
	someone who has just started doing something, especially using the Internet or computers

	phishing
	the stealing of sensitive information, such as passwords or credit card numbers, from a victim by masquerading as someone trustworthy with a real need for such information (from password and fishing)

	plug-and-play
	computer equipment that is immediately ready for use when it is connected to a computer

	plug-in
	small programs that are added to existing software to add new features

	pop-up
	an additional window on your screen that opens automatically, usually containing advertisement, most people find pop-ups annoying

	screenager
	a young person who spends a lot of time using computer and the Internet [from screen and teenager]

	search engine
	a computer program such as e.g. Google used for searching for information on the Internet

	spam
	emails that are sent to large numbers of people on the Internet, especially when these are not wanted

	technophobe
	someone who does not like or trust technology, especially computers 


